Oral presentations and workshops will be delivered in English. During the "Italian Day" (20th of June) slides in English will be provided. New research suggests that the dual coding of imagery and language is a critical factor in language comprehension and word reading. Imagery is a basic sensory-cognitive function connecting us to the language we hear and the print we read. There are two distinct types of imagery-symbol imagery and concept imagery-intrinsic to word reading and reading comprehension. Neurological and behavioral research validates the imagery-language connection indicating lasting effects on word attack, word recognition, comprehension, and specific areas of brain function in students with dyslexia. Word reading and comprehension gains were replicated with children with learning difficulties in the United States, the United Kingdom, and Australia. These students received imagery-based instruction to improve word reading or comprehension. A consistent, repeated finding is that students with reading difficulties have shown significant word reading and comprehension improvements with imagery-based sensory-cognitive instruction. These improvements hold true for students diagnosed with Dyslexia, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, and Autism Spectrum Disorders. This presentation explores the universality of imagery and its key role in word reading and comprehension by highlighting student pre/post data disaggregated by the United States, the United Kingdom, and Australia. There is the necessity for specific and structured intervention respecting the social needs of students with SLD, with the goal to concretely support the different educational phases, unavoidable to reach intended results both in all areas of education including school and therapy and in family and social life in general. For students with SLD, autonomy is the most important point in process of informing, learning and communication in all forms, without relying and depending on parents, teachers or peers.
The project was introduced in setting of activities of District Commission for Actions and Projects for New Generations linked to the activities of RYE Commission in order to collaborate and make international exchange of students with SLD possible and give them the opportunity for individual growth, learning improvement and psychological confirmation.
The resume of the project: to intervene in situations of learning disabilities by providing concrete opportunities for consolidation of learning through the experience of a different school system, learning the foreign language of the host country as a means of daily communication, based on oral communication and by providing the opportunity for successful development of the personality. To widen the perspectives of the RYE through involvement in youth exchange of students with SLD, recognizing the qualities and sensibility of RYE relevant for this project, To reach the objectives above, it is needed: to individualize the training of experts involved in the students exchange to organize suitable forms of monitoring and support during the exchange and formalize the feedback of experiences after the exchange. Two students are already in the project. Michaela Bettinelli, michela.bettinelli@gmail.com 
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